
Barry County 

YOUTH DAY 

 Be a CHAMPION FOR YOUTH 

Organizers of the Barry County Outdoor Recreation Youth Day are seeking 

sponsors to help support this free event for local youth.  The goals of the 

event are to make connections between children and activities and to pro-

vide support, through participating clubs, organizations and programs, to 

sustain a child’s interest and involvement in outdoor recreation.  In 2014, 

over 450 children participated in this one-day event filled with hands-on 

activities and demonstrations.   

We need your support to make this event a success!  Your cash or in-kind 

donation will help us provide lunch, beverages and snacks free of charge to 

youth participants, support advertising and printing costs, purchase event 

signage, provide give-away items for events and offer door prizes for all 

participants.   

You can be a “Champion for Youth” and help local kids develop a love of 

nature through outdoor recreation by sponsoring at one of these levels: 

 DIAMOND—$2500   PLATINUM—$1000   

GOLD—$750      SILVER—$500            BRONZE—$250 

Donations may be in cash or equivalent goods and/or services.  All  Cham-

pions for Youth will be recognized at the event and are welcome to partici-

pate by setting up a sponsor booth or table.   

 

The National Wildlife Federation 
published the following statistics as a 

part of their “Be Out There” campaign: 

Children are spending half as much time outdoors as 

they did 20 years ago. (Juster et al 2004); 

(Burdette & Whitaker 2005); (Kuo & Sullivan 

2001)  

Today, kids 8-18 years old devote an average of 7 

hours and 38 minutes using entertainment media 

in a typical day (more than 53 hours a week). 

(Kaiser Family Foundation)  

In a typical week, only 6% of children ages 9-13 play 

outside on their own. (Children & Nature Net-

work, 2008)  

Children who play outside are more physically active, 

more creative in their play, less aggressive and 

show better concentration. (Burdette and Whita-

ker, 2005; Ginsburg et al., 2007)  

Sixty minutes of daily unstructured free play is essen-

tial to children’s physical and mental health. 

(American Academy of Pediatrics, 2008)  

The most direct route to caring for the environment as 

an adult is participating in “wild nature activities” 

before the age of 11. (Wells and Lekies, 2006)  

For more information on becoming a Champion For Youth, or to discuss 

potential donations of goods or services, contact George Cullers at (269) 

945-9218 or  the Barry Conservation District at (269) 948-8056;  or email 

Joanne Foreman at jfrog65@gmail.com 

http://www.kff.org/entmedia/mh012010pkg.cfm

